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RE-THINKING   
EU ENLARGEMENT 
In rethinking EU enlargement, we open the debate on ‘security/stability through democracy’ or ‘democracy through security/stability’. 
Should EU enlargement be informed by a short-term perspective of geostrategic calculations, or should it be based on a more profound 
long-term community-building process? What mechanism – policy tools are needed to have a credible EU enlargement policy with a 
realistic accession perspective and substantial democratic changes that will enhance Europe’s at large ‘collective security’ and ‘democratic 
prosperity’ (rule of law, respect for EU values and fundamental rights) which are both cornerstones, anchors, and engines of fostering the 
European integration in solid peace/stability and democracy. Such double-headed policy is key for the (Enlarged) European Union - 
especially during heightened geopolitical competition and democratic backsliding. How the EU (including its Member States) and the 
candidate countries will respond to the strains resulting from such an EU enlargement dilemma, and what trade-offs will have to be made 
to reconcile the tensions 
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About the organisers 

 

Zamira Xhaferri is a Lecturer in European Law at the Department of European 

Studies, Faculty of Humanities, University of Amsterdam and an active research 

member of the Amsterdam School for Regional, Transnational and European 

Studies (ARTES) and Amsterdam Center for European Studies (ACES). Her research 

interests include EU institutional law, EU administrative law, comitology, 

enlargement and external relations of the EU, food safety and access to justice in 

environmental matters. She is a co-recipient in two Jean Monnet grants awarded 

by the European Commission for teaching and research on “EU enlargement and 

Europeanisation” (2022-25) and “European Climate Imaginaries” to explore 

geopolitical, economic, legal, literary, and historical imaginaries of climate change 

in the EU. Her monograph Law and Practices of Delegated Rulemaking by the 

European Commission, based on her PhD thesis (2020, Maastricht University), 

was published by Nijhoff, Brill series in EU law in 2022. 

 

Dorian Jano is a Post-doctoral Research Fellow of the ERC SOLROUTES project at 

the University of Genoa. He was awarded the Jean Monnet Module on 

Enlargement and External Relations of the EU (2022) and the Jean Monnet Chair 

on EU Enlargement and its Impact on the Western Balkans (2014). Previously, he 

has been a Marie Curie fellow at the Centre for South-East European Studies at 

the University of Graz, a visiting scholar at the Clinton School of Public Service at 

the University of Arkansas (USA), and a research fellow at the Institute for 

European Integration (Europa-Kolleg in Hamburg), and the Institute for Advanced 

Studies (Collegium Budapest). 
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About the speakers 

 

Frank Schimmelfennig is a Professor of European Politics and a member of the 

Center for Comparative and International Studies at ETH Zurich. He is also a 

member of the Swiss National Research Council, an Associate of the Robert 

Schuman Centre for Advanced Studies at the European University Institute, 

Chairman of the Scientific Board of Institut für Europäische Politik Berlin and a 

member of the Board of the Trans-European Policy Studies Association. 

 

Adam Lazowski is a Professor of EU law at the University of Westminster and a 

Visiting Professor at the College of Europe (Natolin) and Ivan Franko National 

University in Lviv (Ukraine). His research focuses on EU pre-accession policy, EU 

External Relations, Internal Market, EU Criminal Law, and withdrawal from the 

European Union. He obtained his PhD from the University of Warsaw, where he 

lectured between 1999 and 2003, followed by a senior research position in 

European law at the T.M.C. Asser Institute (The Hague). 
 

Andrea Ott is a Professor of EU External Relations Law at the Law Faculty of 

Maastricht University. She regularly teaches EU institutional law, EU external 

relations, Enlargement and WTO law in the Netherlands, Central and Eastern 

Europe, Southeast Asia and China. She is a member of the editorial committee of 

the Maastricht Journal of European and Comparative Law and a Member of the 

board of Centre of EU External Relations Law. Since 2011, she holds a Jean Monnet 

Chair in EU law at Maastricht University, is co-director of Centre for European 

Research in Maastricht, and a scholar at the Maastricht Centre for European Law. 

 

Gergana Noutcheva is Associate Professor in International Relations and 

European Foreign Policy at the Political Science Department of Maastricht 

University, The Netherlands. She holds a PhD in International Relations from the 

University of Pittsburgh, USA (2006). Her research focuses on comparative 

democratization in the Balkans and the post-Soviet space. Her articles have 

appeared in the Journal of Common Market Studies, Journal of European Public 

Policy, West European Politics, East European Politics and Societies, Journal of 

European Integration, Democratization, International Spectator, Geopolitics. Prior 
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to joining Maastricht University, she was Research Fellow at the Centre for 

European Policy Studies in Brussels (2002-2006) where she published a number 

of policy reports and briefs on the EU enlargement policy and the European 

Neighborhood Policy. 

 

Elena Basheska is a Post-doctoral Research Fellow at CEU Democracy Institute in 

Budapest. Her research interests focus on EU enlargement, EU external relations, 

the rule of law, citizenship matters, and the protection of human rights. She has 

extensive experience as a researcher, working in various sectors (including 

academia, NGOs, law firms and professional organisations), as well as an 

independent consultant. She holds an LLM in European law and a PhD in law from 

the University of Groningen. 

 

Ebru Turhan is an Associate Professor of European Studies at the Department of 

Political Science and International Relations at the Turkish-German University in 

Istanbul. Her research interests include EU-Turkey relations, external 

differentiation, German-Turkish relations, degendering and decolonising 

knowledge, and research synthesis techniques. She is a senior research fellow at 

the Institute for European Politics in Berlin and the Center for Turkey and 

European Union Studies at the University of Cologne. Turhan was the academic 

coordinator of the Jean Monnet Module 'INSITER-Inside the Turkey-EU Relations'. 

 

Isabelle Ioannides is a Senior Policy Analyst in the European Parliament's research 

service, where she is responsible for preparing ex-post evaluations of EU external 

action requested by parliamentary committees. She is also a Senior Research 

Fellow at the Hellenic Foundation for European & Foreign Policy. From 2010-2014, 

she served as an Adviser in the European Commission President's Bureau of 

European Policy Advisers. Her research examines EU peace and security 

performance in transitional societies, the governance of the security sector, and 

EU enlargement and EU crisis management, primarily in the Western Balkans. She 

holds a PhD from the Peace Studies Department, University of Bradford. 

 

Jelena Džankić is a part-time Professor in the Global Governance Programme at 

the Robert Schuman Centre of the European University Institute in Florence, Italy. 
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She is Director of GGP Southeastern Europe and Co-Director of the Global 

Citizenship Observatory (GLOBALCIT). She holds a PhD degree in International 

Studies from the University of Cambridge and has taught and researched at the 

University of Edinburgh, University College London, University of Graz, and Passau 

University. Her articles appeared, inter alia, in the Journal of Ethnic and Migration 

Studies, Nationalities Papers, and International Migration Review. 

 

Klemens H. Fischer is Professor of International Relations and Geopolitics at the 

University of Cologne and Guest Lecturer at the European School for Management 

and Technology - ESMT, Berlin. Fischer is Vice President of the Austria Institute for 

European and Security Policy – AIES, Vienna, and a member of the International 

Institute for Strategic Studies – IISS, London. He can draw on thirty years of 

experience in the field of European integration. 

 

Oliver Schwarz is a Researcher and Lecturer for European Integration and Politics 

at the Institute of Political Science, University Duisburg-Essen (Germany). He is a 

member of the Southeast European Society, and, since 2014, the co-management 

of the SOG branch in Duisburg. His main research interests are the process of 

European integration and the Enlargement of the European Union. 

 

Nisida Gjoksi is a visiting Researcher at Leiden University’s Institute of Public 

Administration. She is working for the European Commission as a Policy Officer 

for public administration and public finance management reforms in  Bosnia and 

Herzegovina  and  Kosovo, and has covered Albania in the past, in the Directorate 

General for Neighbourhood Policy and Enlargement Negotiations. She was a 

Visiting Fulbright Schuman Fellow at Columbia University in 2016 and a Fellow in 

Public Policy and Public Administration at the London School of Economics in 2017 

 

Robin de Bruin is an Assistant Professor (political history of European integration) 

at the European Studies Department of the University of Amsterdam and an 

active member of the research groups "European Narratives: Power of 

Culture/Cultures of Power" and "Memory and Popular Culture" within ARTES, the 

University of Amsterdam's School for Regional, Transnational and European 
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Studies. His lines of research are decolonisation and European integration, 

Europeanisation and domestic change and exemplarity as the political process. 

 
 


